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mishap, and the autumn of 1895 found Peary home
again once more.

So far no attempt had been made in these journeys to
reach the North Pole, but now Peary began seriously to
consider ways and means of accomplishing this feat.
Unfortunately, he was a poor man, and had not the
means to equip such an expedition himself. However,
a Mr. Morris Jesup and the Peary Arctic Club, founded
in the explorer's honour, came forward with promises
of help, and in due course preparations were begun.

Meanwhile, Peary was writing his book Northward
Over the Great Ice, in which he told the story of his expe-
ditions up to 1895. This book was published in 1898,
and in the same year he set off on the most ambitious
expedition he had so far made. Lord NorthclifFe, the
British newspaper proprietor, had presented him with
a ship, the Windward, commanded by Captain Robert
Bartlett, and in her he sailed up the western coast of
Greenland and explored Smith Sound and its sur-
roundings with the object of discovering a route to the
Pole.

Peary was a very strong man and possessed indomi-
table endurance and courage, and even when winter
set in, he refused to stay shut up in winter quarters as
had been the custom of earlier explorers, but made
several long sledge journeys. His companions on these
occasions were always Eskimos, whose friendship he
had won and whose habits he had assimilated until he
could at will become almost an Eskimo himself, eating
what they ate, dressing as they dressed, and travelling
as they travelled. In this we see the tremendous